
icus, was a prominent symptonv This was supposed to
be due to a crowding of the other organs by a dislocation
of the uterus upward.
Indications on the prescription show that various

classes of precious and semiprecious stones were used for
patients of differing degrees of wealth. For the very
wealthy, a valuable stone like sapphire was used. For
those of moderate wealth a more modest stone would do.
For the poor, malachite, which was rather common,
sufficed. The remedies which cure the nervous affections
of ordinary people seem never to have been capable of
producing the same effect on the neurotic symptoms of
the wealthy, for whom something quite different, and
above all, much more costly is required. Further study
of the specimen will doubtless bring out more interesting
details with regard to the medicine of the time.

THE PUBLIC DRINKING-CUP
The "cup of death" is rather gruesomely pictured in

the Cup-Campaigner as a skull, with its top sawed off
(as in autopsies), a handle fashioned to the occiput, a

chain attached to the handle, the other end being fast-
ened to a drinking-fountain. A campaign against the
public cup is now being conducted throughout the
Union. Several states have already taken action, Kansas
being the first to abolish the common drinking-cup;
Michigan, Wisconsin, Mississippi, New Jersey, New
York, however, have fallen in line. Pennsylvania,
through the secretary of her state board of health, warns
her people that "the cup used in common in public
places must inevitably be the constant medium of com-
munication of diseases such as tuberculosis, diphtheria
and other infections." In Illinois it is declared that
"the public drinking-cup is as antiquated as the ducking\x=req-\
stool and the inquisition; people never think of eating
from public plates or wearing public clothes or smoking
public cigars."
Illinois has just passed a bill abolishing the use of

the public drinking-cup. Chicago, through its health
department, supported by the newspapers, has waged
an active campaign against it. The city bacteriologists
have collected drinking-cups from various school build¬
ings, hotels, railway stations and stores in the city of
Chicago and have made microscopic examinations and
bacterial cultures from these cups. The most frequent
varieties of germs found are various pus germs, also,
specimens of pneumonia and diphtheria bacilli have
been found. Guinea-pigs have been inoculated with
these cultures and the results of these tests, according to
the city bacteriologists, prove the deadly nature of these
bacteria. All the pigs inoculated with the bacteria of
the pus infections developed fatal abscesses. The tests
with the diphtheria culture were also positive, as proved
by the occurrence of the disease.
In Connecticut (as also in other states) private bank¬

ing-houses, hotel managers, department-stores and other
corporations are cooperating with the health authorities

for the protection of their employees and their patrons
and for the installation of the bubbling drinking-foun-
tain in railway trains and stations, in parks and other
public places. Many cities are moving in the same

direction. New York City, after October 1, will make
illegal the use of the public drinking-cup in any public
institution, hotel, theater, factory, hall, school, railway
station or ferry house ; already some of the public schools
of New York City have been equipped with a jet appa¬
ratus, so arranged that the child's lips do not touch any
part of the machinery.
A large number of railroads have adopted a paper cup,

supplied to the thirsty on putting a penny in the slot,
which may be used for the entire trip. In trains, of all
places, is this a necessary measure, both for disease
prophylaxis and for elementary decency. Again, in bar¬
rooms, glasses, after being used, often receive no more

attention than a dip in cold water and a perfunctory
wipe with a towel that has already seen considerable
service. At soda-water fountains also,· "a lick and a

promise" by way of apology for washing, are much in
evidence. Such glasses may look clean, but often the
invisible pathogenic bacteria remain to enter any abra¬
sion of the lips, or possibly to penetrate an intact mucous
membrane.
Elimination of this means of spreading disease, espe¬

cially those most unfortunate cases of lues innocentium.
should receive support, and might well be extended to
cover a number of other public uncleanlinesses.

THE TREATMENT OF NEURALGIA WITH INJECTIONS
OF ALCOHOL

The treatment of neuralgia by means of superficial or
deep injections in the vicinity of the trunk of the
affected nerve of sterile water or of saline solution or of
various medicinal substances, anesthetic or otherwise, in
solution is no new procedure, and good results have been
obtained in this way. As our readers know, it is, how-
ever, only within the last decade that injections of
alcohol, 70 per cent., 80 per cent., 90 per cent., into the
sheath of a nerve have been made with the same object in
view, and more particularly for the relief of trigeminal
neuralgia.
In the hands of those who have had the largest experi-

ence the results have been most satisfactory.1 Especially
in the case of the branches of the fifth nerve the opera-
tion requires special skill and special apparatus by reason
of the deep and concealed situation of the structures.
Here the object is to reach the trunk of the first division
in the sphenoidal fissure, or the second division in the
round foramen, or the third division in the oval foramen,
and these may be approached either from the side of the

1. See the index of The Journal for the past four and one-half
years for articles by Patrick, Hecht and others on this subject,
among which the following may be mentioned: Blair. V. P. : Notes
on Trifacial Neuralgia Treated by Deep Injections, The Journal
A. M. A., Feb. 4, 1911, p. 335. Patrick, II. T.: Seventy-Five Cases
of Trifacial Neuralgia Treated by Deep Injections of Alcohol, The
Journal A. M. A., Dec. 11, 1909, p. 1987.
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